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nightfall he was on horseback, and on his way to the
frontier. He sent Marshal Biron to invest Amiens
on the north, to cut off the communications of For-
tocarrero with Doullens and to prevent reinforce-
ments or supplies reaching Amiens from the Low
Countries. He himself visited the towns on the
Somme, reassured the panic-stricken inhabitants and
strengthened their garrisons. Then he hurried back
to Paris to obtain the necessary means for paying
and supporting his army. The Parliament had re-
fused to register the financial edicts. The creation
of new judicial offices for the purpose of raising
money by their sale, diminished both their emolu-
ments and their dignity. Among other grounds for
their opposition, they alleged that the King wasted
money on his buildings. This Henry took much
amiss; he ought not, he complained, to be grudged
the little he spent in this way. Building was his
only consolation and pleasure in the midst of his
toils; hunting, gambling and women were appar-
ently not worth mention. Yet in addressing the
Parliament he restrained his anger - and almost
assumed the tone and attitude of a suppliant. He
had come to beg alms from them on behalf of those
who were spending their lives and toiling day and
night to secure the tranquillity of their countrymen.
UI have been/'he continued, "on the frontier. I
have done what I could to keep the people in good
heart, I have encouraged the country folk. I have
fortified their church towers. But I must tell you,
gentlemen, that I felt their cries of ' Vive le Roi'
like so many stabs in my heart, knowing that I